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(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To display only a device whose information 
signal output is available as an input object device by 
allowing a VTR to inquire about an output of data to other 
electric devices in the system. 

CONSTITUTION: When a video tape recorder (VTR) 1 
makes input device selection operation, the VTR 1 makes 
inquiry about as to whether or not data output is available of 
all devices in the system. When VTRs 2, 3 and a 
camcorder (CAM) 1 are all able to output a AV signal, VTR 
2, VTR 3, CAM 1 are displayed on a display section of the 
VTR 1. When the CAM 1 is selected among them, 
connection between the CAM 1 and the VTR 1 is set. When 
the reproduced AV signal of the CAM 1 is recorded by the 
VTR 1 and the VTR 2 selects an input device, the VTR 2 
makes an inquiry and the VTR 3 and the CAM 1 are 
displayed on the display section of the VTR 2. 
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